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‘:P-EEDOM JUSTICE
AND

THE Two HUNDRED AND FIRST

ACT

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF GHANA

ENTITLED

THE HORSE-RACING COMMISSION ACT, 1963

AN AcT to provide for the establishment of a Commission to exercise
a general surveillance over horse-racing in Ghana, including
the investigation of reports alleging corrupt practices in or in
connection with the conduct of horse-racing and to provide
for related matters.

DATE OF ASSENT: 27th November, 1963

BE IT ENACTED by the President and the National Assembly in this
present Parliament assembled as follows:—

1. (1) There shall be established for the purposes of this Act
a commission which shall be called and known as the Horse-racing

Commission (hereafter in this Act referred to as * the Commission ™) ¢

to exercise the functions conferred on the Commission by this Act.
(2) The Commission shall be a body corporate and shall have
perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue or be sued.
2. (1) The Commission shall be composed of not less than three
members of whom one shall be the chairman.

_ (2) All the members of the Commission shall be appointed by
the Minister, and the Minister shall nominate a member of the
Commission to be the chairman thereof.
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(3) Every person appointed to membership of the Commission
shall be chosen by the Minister for such appointment by reason of
his experience of the business and activities of horse-racing or because

he is capable of giving substantial practical assistance ia the work
of the Commission.

3. Every member of the Commission shall hold office on such
terms as the Minister may determine.

4 (1) A member of the Commission may resign his membership
by a letter addressed to the Minister tendering his resignation.

(2) The resignation of a member shall have effect as on and
from the date of receipt by the Minister of the letter of resignation.

5 (1) The Minister may by a notification in writing addressed
to any member of the Commission terminate his membership
thereof for reasons which the Minister considers sufficient.

(2) The termination of the membership of any member of the
Commission under this section shall have effect as on and from
the date on which such member receives the notification of the

termination of his membership by the Minister or any later date
specified in such notification.

6. Casual vacancies in the membership of the Commission may
be filled by appointment by the Minister,

7. The Commission may regulate its own procedure.

8. The Commission may employ such officers and servants,
subject to such conditions of service as may be prescribed, for
carrying out the work of the Commission.

9. (1) The Commission shall exercise a general surveillance over

horse-racing and the conduct of horse-racing in Ghana and matters
related thereto.

'(2) In thq exercise of such surveillance the Commission shall
not interfere with the business or activities of
(a) any turf club the business and activities of which were
formerly taken over by the Horse-racing Board of
Control; or

(b) any other organisation concerned mainly with the
conduct of horse-racing,
all of which shall control their own affairs as independent bodies.
(3) The Commission may at any time, and from time to time,
make a request in writing addressed to any turf club or otl}er
organisation referred to in subsection (2) of this section to furnish
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to the Commission a report on any matter relating to the exercise
of its functions under this Act on which the Commission desires to
be informed.

19. On the receipt by the Commission of a request in writing from Advice by
any turf club or other organisation as aforesaid for advice on any Commission.
matter relating to its business and activities, the Commission may,
in its discretion, tender or decline to tender its advice on the matter
the subject of the request.

11. (1) The Commission, on receipt of a report or statement, Investiga-
whether written or oral, alleging malpractice in connection with tionof
horse-racing (including the laying of bets on race horses) may f,lflfngiffons
investigate, or cause an investigation to be made into the truth of practice.
the allegation.

(2) The Commission shall inform the Minister of the result
of the investigation.

12. (1) Any person who obstructs the Commission or any member Obstruction
of the Commission or any officer or servant thereof in the exercise of work of
of the functions of the Commission shall be guilty of an offence Commission.
and shall, on conviction thereof by a District Magistrate, be liable
to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and imprison-
ment.

(2) In the case of an offence committed by a body of persons—

(a) where the body of persons is a body corporate, every
director and officer of the body corporate shall be
deemed to be guilty of that offence; and

(b) where the body of persons is a firm, every partner of
that firm shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence:

Provided that no such person shall be deemed to be guilty
of the offence, if he proves that such offence was committed without
his knowledge or that he exercised due diligence to prevent the
commission of the offence.

13. The Minister may, by legislative instrument, make regulations Regulations.
prescribing
(a) with the consent of the Minister responsible for
Finance, the conditions of service of, and the amount
of the salaries, wages, fees and other allowances to
be paid to officers and servants of the Commission, and
(b) any other matter or thing which the Minister considers

necessary or appropriate for carrying out the purposes
of this Act.
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Interpreta- 14. In this Act—
tion. " I
on “horse” includes a pony and * horse-racing” shall be
construed accordingly;
“ Minister ” means the Minister responsible for Education;
and

* prescribed ” means prescribed by regulations made by the
Minister under this Act.
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